College Studies Program

Page 57

The College Studies program—Philadelphia University‘s
general education core curriculum—promotes a strong lib-
eral arts and sciences education alongside the University’s
professionally oriented majors. Students progress through
a sequence of foundational courses, making connections
between disciplines and viewing their own fields of choice
through wider social, economic, political and cultural lenses.
The liberal arts and sciences form the foundation of every
student’s major, bringing classmates together to share a
common educational experience and to learn from each
other’s diverse perspectives.

Two realities fuel our College Studies program: the inevi-
tability of future change - in the economy, technology, the
workplace or career goals - and the necessity for effective
communication, critical thinking, research and information
literacy skKills. The College Studies program at the University
promotes the development of these lifelong skills through
a structured and progressive approach to the liberal arts
and sciences that prepares students for a constantly chang-
ing world in which career success requires more than just
the latest technical skills. As a program, College Studies
comprises about 40 percent of students’ baccalaureate
experience and represents the most significant common
factor in their education. Offering core courses and options
within categories, the program is sequenced over four years
to meet the intellectual needs of students at each level of
development.

Courses introduce students to the major modes of knowl-
edge, such as the nature of the scientific method and the
methods of analysis used by social sciences. They also seek
to develop awareness of the connections among academic
disciplines. In the first year of study, the primary focus is
upon the American experience. Students examine the im-
plications of a multicultural society and its impact on the
workplace in the United States, as well as abroad. Courses
throughout the remaining years of the program expand
students’ understanding of the wider international context.
Students may take foreign language courses, as well as
regional/area studies to promote an understanding of the
increasingly interdependent world.

To promote effective communication skills, the College
Studies program has a strong emphasis on writing, with two
courses devoted specifically to writing, and other courses in
which writing is an important element, including at least one
writing-intensive course in every major.

The program'’s innovation places the University in the na-
tional forefront of efforts to reform general education in high-
er education. A recent independent outside review described
the College Studies curriculum as “a very strong program
informed by a progressive vision of general education reflect-
ing the best practice in the field today at a national level.”

It has been recognized by the support of major government
grants from the National Endowment for the Humanities,
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the Fund for the Improvement of Post-Secondary Education,
and the American Council on Education, and recently partici-
pated in the Integrative Learning Project sponsored by the
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching and
the Association of American Colleges and Universities.

Sequencing of College Studies Courses

(See table on page 60.)

College Studies courses are sequenced over four years in
order to meet the intellectual needs of students at each level
of their education. The program is also designed to allow
students to begin study in their major in the first year of their
undergraduate coursework, unlike general education cores
at other institutions. With the exception of the arts and cul-
tures and foreign language groups, which may be taken any
time during the four-year program, each category of courses
will be taken at a specific time in the student’s major pro-
gram. Students should consult with their advisors before
registering for subsequent semesters. The chart that follows
summarizes the sequencing of the College Studies program.

Fundamentals Courses

Students who are under-prepared for university-level read-
ing, writing and mathematics (determined by placement
testing) begin the College Studies sequence with ap-
propriate preparatory courses. Fundamentals of College
Writing (WRTG-099), Fundamentals of College Reading

and Study Skills (READ-099) and Fundamentals of College
Mathematics (MATH-099) are listed in the course-description
section.

Description of College Studies Groups and Courses

The following provides a description of the categories or
groups of courses, which are taken in a prescribed sequence
in the College Studies program. The groups and courses are
described in the sequence in which students will take them.

Writing Group: Writing Seminar | (WRTG-101) and Writing
Seminar Il (WRTG-21X)

The College Studies program includes two courses in which
writing is a central focus. Students take the first course in
the freshman year and the second in the sophomore year.
Students who are under-prepared for university-level writing
(determined by placement testing) begin the sequence with
Fundamentals of College Writing (WRTG-099).

WRTG-099 Fundamentals of College Writing

This is a theme-based writing course designed for students
who need additional preparation before taking Writing I.
Students who place into this course are given background
information about the content of Writing I, which prepares
them to read and write college-level academic prose.
Students for whom English is a second language take an
ESL version of this course, though students should only be
placed in WRTG-098ESL after designated faculty members
have evaluated a writing sample. Credits may not be applied
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toward graduation requirements, though the grade, as with
other courses, does affect students’ overall grade point aver-
age. For more information, see “Fundamentals Courses” in
the section “Academic Policies.”

Writing Seminar |

The first of two core writing-specific courses in the College
Studies Program, WRTG-101 Writing Seminar |: Finding
Philadelphia is a theme-based writing course designed to be
taken in the first year of study. The interconnected skills of
careful reading, critical thinking and cogent writing are the
primary concerns of this course. The seminar has a specific
topic, focused on aspects of diversity in the Philadelphia
cultural experience. Through reading, discussing and writing
about a variety of texts that share a common theme, stu-
dents learn the rudiments of writing college-level academic
papers. Honors and English as a Second Language versions
of this course are available.

Writing Seminar Il

All versions of this sophomore level writing course focus on
problem solving and thinking analytically about professional
concerns. Students address key issues in different disci-
plines and professions. Students select one course from the
following:

WRTG-211 Writing Seminar II: Business
WRTG-215 Writing Seminar II: Architecture and Design
WRTG-217 Writing Seminar II: Science, Technology,

Engineering and Health Professions

Science | and Il - two courses

All students will complete two science courses in order to
understand the scientific method and its application. Some
students will take one science course in their first year and a
second the following year, while others will take both College
Studies science courses in the first year. Students should
take the sequence that meets the requirements of their ma-
jor and is of greatest interest.

Science l and Il

SCI-101 Environmental Science

SCI-102 Exploring Science

BIOL-101 Current Topics in Biology
CHEM-101 General Chemistry

PHYS-101 General Physics

Or

CHEM-103/

103L Chemistry | / Chemistry | Laboratory
BIOL-103/103LBiology | / Biology | Laboratory
PHYS-201/

201L Mechanics and Heat / Mechanics

and Heat Laboratory

Quantitative Reasoning - two courses

The College Studies curriculum requires every Philadelphia
University graduate to complete a mathematics education
that includes differential and integral calculus, to ensure
that our graduates have developed quantitative reasoning
skills that strengthen their critical thinking abilities. To fulfill
this core curriculum requirement, students must complete
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the highest calculus course for which they are qualified, up
to Calculus I.

Quantitative Reasoning
MATH-100/1  Finite Mathematics

MATH-103 Introduction to Calculus
MATH-102 Pre-Calculus

MATH-111 Calculus |

MATH-112 Calculus Il

Arts and Cultures - one course

Courses in this group are divided between those dealing
with visual literacy and those that help students “read” the
performing arts or explore the notion of aesthetic knowledge
itself. This course may be taken at any time.

ARTS-105 Music

ARTS-120 Performing Arts

ARTS-123 Ideas and Images (not for Architecture
or any design majors)

ARTH-101 History of Western Art |

ARTH-102 History of Western Art I

AHIST-205 History of Architecture & Interiors |

Historical Understanding | - one course

The course in this category helps students understand the
significance of change over time and the way in which our
present is shaped by the past. American Transitions focuses
on the various transformations of U.S. society since the end
of the Civil War, with a special emphasis on Philadelphia as
an example of America’s historical development.

HIST-114 American Transitions

Language and Area Studies - two courses

All courses in this group encourage students to value alter-
native ways of thinking and living and provide knowledge
about other societies and cultures. Students may take
courses in the language offerings or study cultures in the
Area Studies offerings. All courses in this group focus on
understanding cultural difference and learning how to learn
about other cultures and other societies.

Students may take:

* Two courses in Area Studies, or

¢ One course in language and one course in Area Studies,
or

* Two courses in the same language.

Language Studies:

Students must take sequenced levels of the same language
to satisfy foreign language requirements; for example, a stu-
dent cannot take Spanish | and French I.

Language courses:

ARAB-101, ARAB-102 Arabic | and Il

CHIN-101, CHIN-102 Chinese | and Il

FREN-101, FREN-201, FREN-301, FREN-401 French I-IV
GER-101, GER-201 German | and Il

ITAL-101, ITAL-201, ITAL-301, ITAL-401 Italian I-IV
JAPN-101, JAPN-201, JAPN-301, JAPN-401 Japanese I|-IV
SPAN-101, SPAN-201, SPAN-301, SPAN-401 Spanish I-IV

Area Studies:
AREAST-201  Europe
AREAST-202  Latin America

Philadelphia University 2009 - 2010 Catalog



College Studies Program

AREAST-205 East Asia

AREAST-208  Africa

AREAST-210  Middle East

AREAST-220  Great Britain: Study Abroad Preparation
AREAST-226  Italy: Study Abroad Preparation
AREAST-227  India and South Asia

Social Sciences | - one course

Courses in this group acquaint students with the social
sciences as a way of looking at human behavior. Social
Sciences | courses present a global perspective based on
the understanding that we live in an increasingly interdepen-
dent world. These courses are interdisciplinary and give stu-
dents a broad introduction to social scientific methods.

S0C-201 Class, Gender & Race in World Societies
S0C-204 Personality and Global Cultures

S0C-208 The Individual and the Global Environment
S0C-211 Poverty and Power in the Global Economy
S0C-225 Global Politics

Humanities I - one course

Courses in this group examine aspects of the human en-
deavor through the study of areas such as literature, philoso-
phy, ethics and religion. Using primary texts, these courses
address human beliefs and values, including religion and
ethical reasoning.

LIT-225 Exploring World Literature
HUMN-215 Evil and Good
HUMN-223 World Philosophies

Junior Seminars: Liberal Arts Seminars and Integrative
Professional Seminars - two courses

Junior seminars are upper-level writing-intensive courses
that explore a specific topic in detail. There are two catego-
ries of Junior Seminars: Liberal Arts Seminars, which explore
select topics in history, the humanities, and the social sci-
ences; and Integrative Professional Seminars, which fea-
ture topics related to the University’s professional majors.
Students may take one course from each category or two
courses from the Liberal Arts Seminars category.

Liberal Arts Seminars

JSLA-360 Creative Writing: Shaping
Narrative and Experience
JSLA-361 From Fiction to Film
JSLA-362 Artist & Society in Literature and Film
JSLA-363 Shakespeare and Popular Culture
JSLA-370 U.S.: Recent Past
JSLA-380 Human Rights
JSLA-381 Gender Studies
JSLA-390 The Urban Experience
JSLA-391 The African-American Experience

Go to www.PhilaU.edu/JuniorSeminars before pre-registration to check
for additional course offerings in this category.

Integrative Professional Seminars
JSINT-384 Applied Professional Ethics

Go to www.PhilaU.edu/JuniorSeminars before pre-registration to check
for additional course offerings in this category.
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Capstone Course in College Studies:

COLLST-499 Contemporary Perspectives

The capstone of the College Studies Program, Contemporary
Perspectives draws upon the previously completed College
Studies courses and makes connections between stu-
dents’ majors and the liberal arts and sciences. Students
explore major economic, political and cultural trends in the
post-1945 world. All students complete a final research proj-
ect, which addresses an issue in the professions in light of
current international trends. All students take this 4-credit
capstone core course in their senior year. This course is writ-
ing intensive and cannot be taken for credit/no credit.

Policies

College Studies and Transfer Students

The University is mindful of the need to be accessible to
students who transfer from two-year colleges and other four-
year institutions. In general, students who transfer academic
credit from other colleges to the bachelor’s degree program
at Philadelphia University may have that credit apply toward
the requirements of the College Studies Program.

Courses for which credit can be transferred include all of
those College Studies courses for which equivalent courses
have been completed at other accredited institutions.

Since College Studies courses are designed specifically for
Philadelphia University, the University will determine transfer
course equivalency.

Two specific courses in the College Studies curriculum,
Writing Seminar Il and Contemporary Perspectives, serve as
keystone courses that require students to reflect on liberal-
professional connections at Philadelphia University and to
integrate the multiple academic skills they have learned
in the other College Studies courses they have completed.
Therefore, AP/transfer credit is not awarded for Writing
Seminar Il or Contemporary Perspectives.

Advanced Placement and College Level Examination
Program (CLEP) credits will be accepted under the policy that
is currently in effect at the University. Their acceptability to
the curriculum will be determined in the same manner as
transfer credit from other colleges.

Transfer students should meet with their academic ad-
visors during orientation or at the beginning of their first
semester to review whether/how courses taken at other in-
stitutions apply to their degree requirements at Philadelphia
University.
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Select appropriate number of courses from each block.

Revised April 2009

College Studies Program

Year 1 (1-30 credits)

Year 2 (31-60 credits)

Year 3 (61 to 90 credits)

Year 4 (90-120+ credits)

100's

200's

300’s

400's

(Language courses can be taken in
any year)

Language or Area Studies
Select two courses: (6 cr.)

Arabic Il
ARAB-XXX
Chinese Il
CHIN-XXX
Japanese I-IV
JAPN-XXX
Spanish |-V
SPAN-XXX
French I-IV
FREN -XXX
German Il
GER-XXX
Italian I-1l
ITAL-XXX

PREREQ for AREAST: WRTG-101,
HIST-114

AREAST-201: Europe
AREAST-202: Latin America
AREAST-205: East Asia
AREAST-208: Africa
AREAST-210: Middle East
AREAST-220: Great Britain
(Study Abroad Preparation)
AREAST-226: Italy

(Study Abroad Preparation)
AREAST-227: India and South Asia

Science l and Il
Select two courses: (6-8 cr.)
Check requirements for major

Non-science majors

SCI-101: Environmental Science
SCI-102: Exploring Science
BIOL-101: Current Topics in Biology
CHEM-101: Gen. Chemistry
PHYS-101: Gen. Physics

Science majors

CHEM-103: Chemistry | (4 cr.)
BIOL-103: Biology | (4 cr.)
PHYS-201: Physics | (4 cr.)

Quantitative Reasoning | and 1l
Select one of the sequences below
(depending on major and placement):
(6-8cr.)

MATH-100/1: Finite Math
MATH-103: Introduction to Calculus
or

MATH-102: Pre-Calculus
MATH-103: Introduction to Calculus
or

MATH-102: Pre-Calculus &
MATH-111: Calculus |

or

MATH-103: Introduction to Calculus
and one Free Elective

or

MATH-111: Calculus |

and one Free Elective

Social Sciences |

PREREQ: WRTG-101, HIST-114
Select one course: (3 cr.)
SOC-201: Class, Gender & Race in
World Societies

SOC-204: Personality & Global
Cultures

SOC-208: Individual & The Global
Environment

SOC-211: Power and Poverty in the
Global Economy

SOC-225: Global Politics

Writing Seminar |

One course for all students (3 cr.)
WRTG-101: Writing Seminar I: Finding
Philadelphia

Writing Seminar Il

PREREQ: WRTG-101, HIST-114
Select one course: (3 cr.)
WRTG-211: Business

WRTG-215: Design

WRTG-217: Science, Engineering,
Technology, and Health Professions

Historical Understanding
One course for all students: (3 cr.)
HIST-114: American Transitions

Humanities |

PREREQ: WRTG-101, HIST-114
Select one course: (3 cr.)
HUMN-215: Evil and Good
HUMN-223: World Philosophies
LIT-225: Exploring World Literature

Junior Seminars

(Writing Intensive)

PREREQ: WRTG-2xx, SOC-2xx

Select two courses: one from each
category below or two Liberal Arts
Seminars (6 cr.)

Liberal Arts Seminars

JSLA-360: Creative Writing

JSLA-361: From Fiction to Film
JSLA-362: The Artist & Society in
Literature and Film

JSLA-363: Shakespeare and
Contemporary Culture

JSLA-370: The U.S.: The Recent Past
JSLA-380: Human Rights

JSLA-381: Gender Studies

JSLA-390: The Urban Experience
JSLA-391: The African-American
Experience

(Go to www.PhilaU.edu/
JuniorSeminars to check for additional
offerings in this category)
Integrative Professional Seminars
JSINT-384: Applied Professional Ethics
(Go to www.PhilaU.edu/
JuniorSeminars to check for offerings
in this category)

Senior Capstone Course

(Writing Intensive)

PREREQ: HUMN-1xx, one Junior
Seminar, one Language/Area Studies
One course for all students (4 cr.)
COLLST-499: Contemporary
Perspectives

Arts & Cultures

Non-Design Majors

Select one course: (3 cr.)
ARTS-120: Performing Arts
ARTS-123: Ideas and Images
ARTS-105: Music

ARTH-101: History of Western Art |
ARTH-102: History of Western Art Il

AHIST-205: History of Architecture & Interiors |

Arts & Cultures

Architecture & all Design Majors:
Select one course: (3 cr.)

ARTH-101: History of Western Art |
ARTH-102: History of Western Art Il

AHIST-205: History of Architecture & Interiors |

Total: 15-22 credits

Total 12-13 credits

Total 12 credits

Total: 4 credits
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