
“Parler francais et comprende le monde.”  Less than two months 

ago, I had little understanding of the previous quote, nor did it have any 

relevance in my life.  However, now that I have been studying French for less 

than a semester, I fully understand and appreciate what  “speak French and 

understand the world” means. College is an establishment full of cornucopias open 

doors, that will expand, challenge and benefit students; allowing them to translate

ambition into practical goals.  However, expansion of the mind is not the consequence solely of a college education.  If one would desire to expand one’s intellectual and experiential horizons, there is no more life-expanding process than studying abroad. And, I feel, no better place than France to live and learn.  

            Since I am  a biology major, it has become clear to me that research and 

scientific break-throughs are irrelevant, if a scientist is incapable of sharing his findings and vision with others.  Though mathematics is said to be the universal language, scientists from different countries need to verbally communicate with one another.  But, how does and American scientist present their work globally?  They do it through a universally accepted language, i.e.through French!! 

            Contrary to most beliefs, French, and not Spanish, is ranked second in terms of the number of countries that utilize that language as one of the official languages.  Though the use of Spanish is becoming more and more pervasive  in America,  French has a  more world wide appeal and use (Field 16).  The number of French-speaking countries is wide-spread and is often s associated with intelligence, sophistication and artistic creativity.

            Though I am only a sophomore in college, I am very interested in expanding my knowledge in the biological sciences.  To that end, I have been made aware of an opportunity to work as an intern at the Pasteur Institute in Paris, France.  The name of the institute is in honor of Louis Pasteur, one of the early pioneers microbiology.  He is well known for his development of pasteurization and immunization. Pasteurization is, of course, the process that applies heat to kill harmful microbes in food. Pasteur is better known for his discovery of vaccination.  After Pasteur presented his work to the Academy of Science, subsequently, the Pasteur Institute was established in 1880 

as a  clinic and research center (Embassy of France in Canda). 

            To apply, one must have an exceptional background in biology, as well as the desire and capability to learn French.  Since the internship is in Paris; fluency in French is  imperative.  However, if the internship were to be located in a different country, French would still be beneficial.  In less than two months, French has become a crucial component to my future.  The ability to speak French will allow me to travel of 

overseas, gain experience from other biology students from all over the world, learn about and from other cultures and, more importantly, help me to better understand the world.
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