What is Information Literacy?
Today’s student of higher education is inundated with “information” and information technology that just continues to multiply, with no end in sight. On campuses around the world, faculty, administrators and librarians are collaborating to help prepare students for their professional and personal lives beyond university, in this, the Information Age.

In large part, Information Literacy (IL) can be thought of as “critical thinking skills” and “problem solving.”  These simple phrases, however, encompass a world of meaning, when students move to enact them.  As you read about IL, you’ll see how it’s easier to describe the qualities of an “information literate person” than to actually define IL.  For further information on IL, please see the web sites listed on the reverse of this page. 

As information technologies progress, they bring with them areas that need to be understood by every information consumer, not just those who work with information as a career. Ethical use of information and information technologies has extended beyond the bounds of Bibliographies and Works Cited pages to include discussions of privacy of information and Napster.  Information access issues now include web interfaces and licensing agreements for online databases, copyright issues, and VPN. And of course, information technology is a global issue with several repercussions, such as the “information-rich” and “information-poor.”

Educators and Librarians have been struggling for years to agree upon a definition of “Information Literacy” (IL). Technological Literacy, or “information tool literacy,” was previously viewed as completely separate from Information Literacy, but is now regarded as a component of IL. Over time, “information literacy” has fallen in and out of favor, but in the end has become accepted as the term to describe and discuss the set of skills & competencies, of processes & actions, and the attitudes that lead one to be a  “wise information consumer” and a self-motivated “life-long-learner.” 

	“Suggestions for Terms to Use Instead of Information Literacy”



	Abstractionism

Bibliographic Instruction

Critical Thinking

Curiosity Satisfied Across-the-Curriculum

Gathering

Global Informatics

Hyperopism

Info “R” Us

Information Competence

Information Discovery

Information Empowerment

Information Gathering

Information Inquiry

Information Mapping

Information Research

Information Sophistication

Inquiry


	IRAC (Information-Research-Across-the-Curriculum)

Know How

Know How to Know 

Library Appreciation

Library Experience

Library Instruction 

Library Literacy

Macroscopism

RAFT (Research-and Find—Think)

Reading and Research

Research Mapping

Research-Across-the-Curriculum

Seek and Find

The Question Authorities

Virtuous Instruction

WHAT (Wonder, Hunt, and Think)
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Websites

Definitions of Information Literacy

· The Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) Institute for Information Literacy (IIL) - “Academician’s Guide for Information Literacy.” http://www.ala.org/acrl/nili/whatis.html
· University of Calgary Library – Collected definitions of Information Literacy http://www.ucalgary.ca/library/ILG/litdef.html
· ACRL Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education 
http://www.ala.org/acrl/ilcomstan.html
· Bruce, Christine.  “The Seven Faces of Information Literacy In Higher Education.” Queensland University of Technology, 1997
http://www.fit.qut.edu.au/InfoSys/bruce/inflit/faces/faces1.htm
· Shapiro and Hughes. “Information Literacy as a Liberal Art.” Educom Review (online) http://www.educause.edu/pub/er/review/reviewarticles/31231.html


Institutional Information Literacy Blueprints and Initiatives 

· Florida International University Libraries – Information Literacy Initiative

http://www.fiu.edu/~library/ili/ilibroc.html
· Griffith University – Information Literacy Blueprint, 1994
http://www.gu.edu.au/ins/lils/infolit/blueprint/home.html
Examples of Ways Academic Libraries are Imparting IL Using the Web 
· Minneapolis Community & Technical College - Tutorial, Exercises and Quizzes

by Thomas W. Eland, Librarian/Instructor at the College.
http://www.mctc.mnscu.edu/academicAffairs/library/tutorials/infolit/tablesversion/home.htm
· York College of Pennsylvania – Online Information Literacy Textbook
http://www.ycp.edu/library/ifl/etext/etintro.htm
· Colorado State University Libraries – How to Do Library Research  

http://manta.library.colostate.edu/howto/
· Web Searching, Sleuthing, and Sifting – Angela Elkordy, Director of Learning Technologies, MIA

· http://www.thelearningsite.net/cyberlibrarian/searching/ismain.html


Critical Thinking

· Longview Community College – Critical Thinking Across the Curriculum Project

http://www.kcmetro.cc.mo.us/longview/ctac/index.htm


Designing Effective Assignments

· Library Assignment Workshop – Steven Bell, Director, Gutman Library

http://staff.philau.edu/bells/libassign/
