Minutes of the Teaching, Learning, and Technology Roundtable

Friday, November 16, 2001

Present: Steven Bell, Marlene Szymona, Jordana Shane, Faye Ross, Trevor Lunn, Marion Roydhouse, Pari Bhaget, Cheryl Longfellow, Jeff Cepull, Chris Dougherty, Peggy Goutman, Beth Mariotz

The TLTR short-term goals were discussed. Some of the goals have been accomplished and could be deleted. Additional goals in the area of assessing or measuring the impact of technology were suggested, though those things are difficult to accomplish. This led to a discussion of first learning more about how faculty are using technology, and how this might help us identify new goals. MR agreed to help by constructing a "census" to gather more information about the use of technology. Most of the information gathered will be about hardware and software used, and how technology is being used for teaching. There will also be an open ended question or two to gather information about technology use by faculty. She will share a draft with the TLTR.

We next discussed the Action Team structure of the TLTR. Several changes were made. The Academic Web team was eliminated, and the Connect Learning was moved into Instructional Technology. A new Student Technology & Training Team was created to give more attention to student use of technology. The new list of Action Teams is:

Instructional Technology (absorbs Connected Learning)

Roles and Rewards

Strategic Planning

Technology Awareness

Faculty Development

Student Technology and Training (new)

Academic Web is eliminated.

This information, with descriptions of team goals, is on the TLTR website - look there for more information. Also, everyone was asked to consider that team (or teams) on which they'd like to serve. 

The next topic of discussion was strategic planning. JC suggested that the TLTR can best contribute to the process by focusing on the academic sections of the plan. There will need to be broad representation among campus constituents. The TLTR could provide a forum for discussions about systems and how they are connected to education. The census of technology use should provide some assistance for this planning process by providing more insight into faculty use of technology. JC, SB and BM will be working on the initial stages of this planning process. JC offered the plan just completed at Pitt as a possible model for structuring the plan.

MS shared with the TLTR interesting news and discoveries from a conference she recently attended - the AACU Conference on Technology and Intellectual Development. One of the things MS shared was a product that was being marketed to universities that enabled them to do computerized technology-skill testing. There was some debate on whether or not that sort of software would be useful for our campus.

BM gave a brief overview of some upcoming faculty development dates. Planning events for those dates is currently happening. 

SB received 7 positive responses from TLTR members who want to see a TLT Group Webcast. He will work on arrangements for the broadcast of the webcast for those who were interested.

Next meeting - sometime in late January or February.

