Minutes of the Teaching, Learning and Technology Roundtable

Monday, February 7, 2005

Present: SB, TM, MK, KW, RP, PB, LR, RE, JC

The meeting began at 3:05 pm.

SB began the meeting with an update on a suggestion that was made to summarize the discussions from the fall technology meeting. Since the notes from the meeting are not complete it is impossible to capture exactly what happened.

SB reported the Faculty Development Team will meet in a few days. There will be a faculty development program held on Mach 29, 2005; the topic is still to be determined. [A possible topic is the Lehigh University Lab project: http://www.lehigh.edu/lehighlab].

There will also be discussion about faculty development workshops for May [9-13]. KW has also been holding various faculty workshops. BP suggested workshops for advanced users be offered. 

SB reported the Courseware Action Team has yet to meet. KW has installed the latest Blackboard application pack in November. He will install the next application pack in the late spring or early summer. KW developed a LTA on how to use RSS in Blackboard. KW will include a link to his latest LTA in his next newsletter. SB will be conducting a RSS workshop on February 28.

SB reported progress on the Strategic Technology Plan. Eight goals have been developed JC will take these goals and integrate them into the University technology plan.

SB reported that there is still no consensus on whether students need technology training. We discussed ETS’ new assessment tool. TM reported there are assessment tools to test students on their proficiency of various software suites. Assessment tools of this type lend themselves to test all incoming students so we will know what their skills really are. LR commented that the curriculum would need to be changed in accordance to the results. JC inquired if the faculty is still teaching software applications in class. LR does not see it in the School of Business however PB sees it first hand in B122.  The general consensus is this question needs to be answered school-by-school, program-by-program.

SB reported on the Course Redesign Project. L911 or L111 have been mentioned as possible candidates for course design, along with the capstone SBA course. Nothing is definite at this point. TLTR are in complete agreement about the value of summer training. LR will talk with Judy McKee about funding.

KW and Karen King and Tom Parson from Macromedia demonstrated Macromedia Breeze. Macromedia Breeze is based on the Flash programming language. The program is used for online conferences, classes, and demonstrations. KW will report to JC the various costs to the University if this program was acquired.

Meeting adjourned at 5:15.

