
Young Alumni Achievement Award – Elizabeth Darin ‘13 
 
Biography: 
 
Elizabeth Darin was born and raised in a small town in Connecticut. Growing up with a mother 
who went to fashion school, she instilled in Elizabeth a very strong love for fashion. When a pair 
of Vivienne Westwood boots pushed her to decide to make a career out of the fashion industry, 
she discovered Philadelphia University. The Fashion Industry Management program allowed 
her to learn everything and anything fashion-related and slowly pushed her towards a career in 
textiles.  
 
She graduated Summa Cum Laude with a Bachelor’s of Science in Fashion Industry 
Management in 2013. While at PhilaU, she met her mentor, Tomio Taki, who submitted her 
resume to Takihyo Co., Ltd. Shortly after graduation, she started at the New York office and has 
been with the company for over three years. She works mostly with women’s designer brands 
based in New York and consults with designers and textile R & D teams to customize and 
supply textiles. She is in charge of all the trend forecasting for Takihyo and travels to Japan 
annually to pull their new collections. 
 
The CEO of Takihyo, Kazuo Taki, was so impressed by the education she received that he 
decided he wanted to work closely with the school to train more employees. Elizabeth worked 
together with Kazuo, Takashi Yamada (NYC General Manager), Thomas Fung, Jesse Shafer, 
and President Spinelli to create a degree tailored to the training that Kazuo wanted for his 
employees. There are currently two Takihyo employees from Japan enrolled in Philadelphia 
University.  
 
 
Acceptance Letter: 
 
Thank you so much for choosing me as the recipient of the Young Alumni Achievement award. 
 
I am honored and so grateful to accept this award and am so looking forward to reuniting with 
my “second home” at Homecoming! 
 
I will be forever thankful to Philadelphia University for giving me the strong base to continue to 
be successful in the fashion industry. 

 


