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ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION PROJECTS
Why Environmental Action Projects?

During this semester in Environmental Science you will have the opportunity to use what you are learning in the classroom in a ‘real life’ setting by working with an environmental professional at an agency with your class.   We have found that students learn more, ask more questions in class and feel like they have made a contribution to the environment by engaging in an action project as part of the class.  There are many topics in environmental science that are best learned in the field where you can see it first hand. We have established environmental projects with a variety of agencies. You will:

· Meet your project coordinator in class who will tell you when, where and what agency your class will be working with for the semester.  

· Participate at your project site on the day and time assigned for your class. This is mandatory.  No exception will be made without prior approval from your professor.

· Research your environmental issue in the library and on the Internet. Find ten references (books, articles, or internet sites).  
· Attend an in class workshop on research techniques by a representative of Guttmann Library.

· Discuss your project experiences with your classmates during the semester.

· Produce a professional quality poster or PowerPoint presentation along with an oral presentation of your work during the last weeks of the semester. Please consult your syllabus for the exact time. 

Grading

The Environmental Action site work and Poster/PowerPoint is worth 100 points (which is 20% of your course grade):

· No late poster/power points will be accepted. 

·  Plagiarism of any kind will result in failing the entire assignment. This includes proper citation for images as well as test materials.

Guidelines for Doing Your Project

You will be working, researching, assisting and learning from professionals in an environmental agency. Here are a few hints to guide you in making your project better:

1. Come to class and stay involved and follow your professor’s lead. He/she will alert you to the project and lecture in class on the appropriate environmental topics.

2. The day of the project be Prompt: Always try to arrive about 10 minutes before the time when your project is scheduled to start. If you have trouble getting up develop a back-up plan with an alarm clock, room-mate, class-mate or other friend to help you get up with enough time to get to the meeting point designated by your professor,. Dress for the weather. Bring water, insect repellent or sun screen as needed. 

3. Act like the professional that you are: Always be prompt. In case of an emergency, call your supervisor and notify them that you are unable to come. Be courteous and fulfill your time commitment.  

4. Introduce yourself to your project supervisor if he/she is different from your classroom instructor.  Also this is a good time to meet the other students working with you.  .

5. Take pictures, drawings or sketches at your project site.  Get the pictures developed as soon as possible so that you know whether they turned out the way you expected and can be used in your poster/PowerPoint.

6. Take a lot notes about your site for use in your research and poster/PowerPoint.  What is your first impression?  What does your project site look like?  What is its history?  Who takes care of it?  How are they funded?  What did you work on?  What new information did you learn?  How does this information relate to an environmental issue we are discussing in class?

7. Ask for materials.  Listen to the project supervisor who has lots of experience and also written information about the agency that they work for.  Ask for brochures, background articles, newspaper clippings, or other written references that you can use in learning more about the project. Think about environmental research topics that might interest you.

8. Learn more about your topic and share it with your professor.  Check for information in the library, on the internet or in the newspaper about your project.  Ask your friends, parents, or family what they know about it.  Call other agencies in the city and ask them to mail you information.  There are tons of free publications available that will help you tremendously in developing your project.

What Should Be in Your Poster/PowerPoint? (100 Points)

(This is how you are graded so please read it carefully)

1. 
Title (5 points)

 
Use the fewest words possible to convey the topic of your PowerPoint presentation. No abbreviations.

 
Include your name, date, and university address (School House Lane and Henry Ave.)  

Include your supervisor’s full name, title, and agency.

2. 
What is your environmental issue and why is it important? (5 pts)


What are others doing in PA, USA or around the world to work on this issue? 


What is the mission of your agency? (What do they do?)


How is this environmental issue related to their work?

3. 
Project Participation (40 points): notice that most of the points are here!)
Attend the project fieldwork on time and be ready to work and contribute to the project.  Attitude is important.  How well did you perform?

What was the goal of your project? What were you trying to accomplish?

4.
PowerPoint Organization /Project Description (20 pts)

 
What exactly did you do and how does it relate to your environmental issue? 

What is the land use history of the area (if applicable?)

How did this project relate to information discussed in class, background information you got from the agency and/or your personal experience?

PowerPoint posters must have very large neat lettering, creative use of color, and lots of pictures or drawings arranged to tell a story for the viewer.  Be certain to check your grammar, spelling and punctuation.  Your pictures must have captions to tell the reader what is in them! And source citation to tell your reader where you found the image!

5. 
Conclusion (5 points)

 
What did you learn?  Describe things such as new skills, new methods, new knowledge or personal growth such as time management, communication or working as a team. 

What should the agency do next to work for working on this environmental issue?

(Provide at least two recommendations or suggestions for your supervisor or agency)

What should the public do to help remedy this environmental issue?

What do you think you’ll remember five years from now about this issue?

6.
Source Citation Format of the Poster/Power Point (10 points)

All sources used on the PowerPoint must be cited in the text using MLA format.  This includes photography, graphs, maps as well as the more tradition sources of books, pamphlets and articles.  A works cited page must accompany on your poster or in your PowerPoint. Please see “About Using Sources” Please note that any plagiarism of any kind will result in failure of the project.
7. 
Library Research (10 points)

All students are required to consult at least credible 10sources for their research. Again you are also required to use MLA format. The sources may be books, journals, web sites, brochures or pamphlets.  In addition the Learning and Advising Center (215-951-2730) can help with proper documentation and citation.
8.
Poster/power point Presentation (5 points)

All students will present their work with a PowerPoint presentation to the class.  The presentation will be 3- 4 minutes in length and will summarize your work and focus on one or two facts which you found most surprising or of special interest. All students are asked to dress in a professional manner.

About Using Sources

Philadelphia University

Learning & Advising Center

http://www.philau.edu/learning
215-951-2799
WHY USE SOURCES

1. To provide the text of you poster/power point presentation with more credibility.

2. To show that your familiarity with the subject and know how it has been treated  (or what has been written about it) by others.

3. To properly and honestly credit others’ work and show respect for their intellectual property.

HOW TO USE SOURCES

Think of your PowerPoint presentation as a contribution to an on-going conversation.  You are not the first person to write about, say, invasive species, and you won’t be the last.  As a student in science, you have done your field work, made observations, taken notes, and done some reading.  When you write the text for your PowerPoint presentation, you combine ALL these sources of knowledge.  This means that you include relevant information, judgments, and ideas from your sources throughout your poster/PowerPoint, wherever citing a source will help you make your point.

From your first preparations for writing the text for your poster/PowerPoint presentation, plan how and where you will use your sources.  This will insure that you have treated sources as an integral part of your poster/power point presentation.

Writers refer to their sources in various ways, depending on need.  Read on for a description of each way to include information from a source in you poster/power point presentation.

QUOTE when it will strengthen your argument to have the exact words of your source.  Quotes are helpful when the source is a recognized authority or has expressed information in a particularly significant way.  Quotes should be as short as possible, even just a key word or phrase.  All quotes must be scrupulously accurate and must fit smoothly into your writing.

Document a quote by following it with a parenthesis (immediately or at the end of the sentence).  The parenthesis contains the author’s last name and the number of the page on which the quote can be found.  Note:  If the quote comes from an electronic source, the parenthesis will contain just the author’s last name, or, if this is unavailable, the title of the source, whether it is an article or a website.  Never include web addresses in the parenthetical citation.

PARAPHRASE when you want to refer to important ideas, information, or statistics from a source, but you are using your words.  Writers paraphrase when a source’s information is more important than the exact words used.  Be sure to put the information completely in your own words.

Document a paraphrase with a parenthetical citation, the same way you would document a quote (see above).  The absence of quotation marks tells your readers the words are yours but the ideas or viewpoint belong to the source you are crediting.

GRAPHICS from a source can make an important point visually.  Types of graphics include published charts, graphs, photographs, maps, illustrations, sketches.  

Document graphics by placing a parenthetical citation immediately beneath the graphic.  If you reproduce the graphic exactly as it appears in your source, the parenthetical citation includes the same information as if you were quoting (see above).  If you alter the graphic in any way (for example, removing one variable from a chart), the parenthetical citation must say “adapted from Smith 219.”

	FTSE 100
	4,251.80
	9.60

	Germany
(DAX)
	2,570.76
	21.61

	France
(CAC 40)
	3,327.15
	-21.10

	Italy
(MIBTEL)
	19,078.00
	27.00
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Title of Figure

(Source: “FTSE Eurotop 300”)

example of Works Cited entry:

“FTSE Eurotop 300” New York Times on the Web. 12 Sept. 2003 <http://marketwatch.nytimes.com/custom/nyt-com/html-intlmarkets.asp?userID=wilcomross&h=I4meZsJz3k56qm1z+rsfhg>
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Meadow in the Upper Wissahickon

(Source: “Natural Areas”)

example of Works Cited entry: 

“Natural Areas” Fairmount Park Commission.  29 Aug. 2003 <http://www.phila.gov/fairpark/gardNature1.htm>

[image: image4.png]10

m

12

914
012
10
o0
06
04
o0z




Map of Philadelphia

(Source: “Philadelphia, PA”)

example of Works Cited entry:

 “Philadelphia, PA.”  Map. Lonely Planet.  9 Sept. 2003         <http://www.lonelyplanet.com/mapshells/north_america/philadelphia/philadelphia.htm>

GENERATING A THESIS
FIRST:  Understand what a thesis is.

A thesis is a highly condensed statement of the main point of your poster/PowerPoint.  It is often one sentence, rarely more than two.   This statement:

            • tells readers the subject of the poster/power point

            • conveys your opinion or judgment of that subject

Note that a thesis is an opinionated statement, not an announcement or a statement of fact.

            sample:  The World Trade Center was destroyed on September 11, 2001.

               (This is a statement of fact, NOT a thesis statement.)

            sample:  This paper will be about the consequences of the destruction of the
            World Trade Center on September 11, 2001. 

               (This is an announcement, NOT a thesis statement.)

            sample:  The destruction of the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001
            had many consequences. 

               (This is a WEAK thesis.  It does not convey a clear judgment or opinion.)

            sample:  The destruction of the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001
            is having a long-lasting impact on United States domestic and foreign policy. 

              (This is a STRONG thesis.  It conveys a clear opinion.)

 

SECOND:  Try to write a trial thesis

After you have performed your environmental action project and begun reading and thinking about your subject, jot down several trial thesis statements.

Go back over your notes.  Decide which trial thesis seems best to express your main point.

Use the thesis as a tool to organize your ideas:  keep all ideas and information that will help you support your thesis.  Discard ideas and information that are irrelevant to your thesis.

 

THIRD:  Reconsider your thesis

This is an important part of the revision process.  Once your first draft is complete, check that the paper supports the thesis.  If it doesn’t, you either need to modify your thesis, change your thesis altogether, or alter your support of the thesis in the body of the paper.

For more information, meet with a Learning & Advising Center professional writing tutor.  To make an appointment, call 215.951.2799 or stop by the Learning & Advising Center.
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