News

Contact:
Debbie Goldberg
Director of Media Relations
goldbergd@philau.edu
215.951.2718

Philadelphia University Master’s in Sustainable Design program
receives Beyond Green award from National Institute of
Building Sciences
PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 27, 2012—Philadelphia University’s master’s program in
sustainable design has been recognized for its excellence with the 2011 Beyond Green High
Performance Building Initiative Award from the National Institute of Building Sciences.
PhilaU’s sustainable design program, a transdisciplinary program that was one of the first of its kind,
was cited for distinction in a sustainable design program. Awardees will be honored March 22 at a

Washington, D.C., ceremony that will include members of Congress.
“This national award underscores the power of Philadelphia University's sustainable
design curriculum, which is built on an integrated model of education, an inclusive transdisciplinary learning environment and a deep green philosophy,” said Rob Fleming, LEED AP,
BD&C, director of the master’s in sustainable design program and associate professor of
architecture.
The awards recognize initiatives that shape, inform and catalyze the high-performance
building market, as well as the real-world application of high-performance construction
practices, according to the institute. “The awardees are excellent examples of the leadership
necessary to assure our nation’s buildings achieve high-performance building goals,” said
Institute President Henry Green.
PhilaU’s sustainable design program, established in 2007, is based on an
interdisciplinary, collaborative model that enables students to explore sustainability through a
variety of disciplines; create and collaborate with students and faculty members from diverse
fields to experience the importance of transdisciplinary problem-solving and design; and become
influential leaders in industry, government and non-profit environments.

Philadelphia University, founded in 1884, is a private university with 3,600 students
enrolled in more than 60 undergraduate and graduate programs. As the model for professional
university education, the University prepares students to be leaders in their professions in an
active, collaborative and real-world learning environment infused with the liberal arts.
Philadelphia University includes the innovative College of Design, Engineering and Commerce;
the College of Architecture and the Built Environment; and the College of Science, Health and
the Liberal Arts. For more information, go to www.PhilaU.edu.
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