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Goals
• A signature Nexus Learning experience
• Build relationships
• Learn collaboration tools and skills
• Break new ground
• Launch pad for further work

Nexus Learning

Nexus Maximus Components
• Sprint Project
• Workshop/Presentation Series
• Poster Session

2016 Impact
• Students
• 49 Student Teams Presented
• Freshmen ‐> Seniors
• Grad
• High School Program

• Faculty
• 60+ Faculty Involved!
• 48+ PhilaU!
“We were a very diverse group, including landscape architecture, graphic design, interior
architecture, Physician assistant, occupational therapy, and a student from KEA in
Copenhagen, all in different years as well. “

Students in nearly 30 programs across campus:
• Accounting

• Pre Med

• Animation

• Graphic Design

• Architecture BA MA MS• Industrial Design
• Business, Pre MBA

• Health Sciences

• IMBA

• Fashion Design,

• Communication

• Fashion Merchandizing

• Engineering

• PA

• Sustainable Design
MSSD

• Psychology

• Construction
• Marketing
• Law & Society
• Interior Design and
Architecture

• Textile Design
• Textile Engineering
• Textile Management &
Technology
• Landscape Architecture

• Many majors from
international
• International Business
institutions
• GFE
• Biology
5

Expanding network…

Challenge: Innovation for Refugees and Displaced Populations
One of the great challenges of our time is how to help refugees and displaced populations, and how
to prevent the causes in the first place. Due to war, political, racial and religious conflict, and
environmental crises of famine and climate change, there is great suffering and great opportunity to
do better.
The issues these populations and the countries who accept them face are diverse and
complex. They include public health, housing/built environment, cultural integration, public safety,
employment/economics and more.
How can innovation address these challenges? How do we create the social systems and products
to support a healthy, safe and integrated program for refugees? How do we address the physical,
emotional, and social needs of refugees to restore hope and opportunity? This can include the
acute needs during crisis, as well as the chronic needs of the permanently displaced, as well as
immigration and adjustment to new cultures. The solutions may be as far ranging as the challenges,
and we need to draw upon all disciplines, from health professions to architecture, engineering to
design, ethics, communication, and every way of thinking we have to find better ways. Innovation
can span physical solutions, processes, policies, systems, and more.

Ways faculty can be involved:
• Include Nexus Maximus in your course
• Lead a workshop or presentation
• Participate as a faculty facilitator
• Research collaboration or related areas

Include Nexus Maximus in your course:
Integrate Nexus Maximus
directly into your
curriculum as a vehicle to
introduce concepts and
achieve learning outcomes
Enrich the discussion and
development of Nexus
Learning skills
Work with people from
other institutions and
countries
Provide a launchpad for
future work

Lead a Workshop or
Presentation
The goal of these sessions is to provide
students with tools and content to enrich
their project and education experience.
Tools include anything relevant to
innovation – including ideation, program
framing, teamwork, collaboration,
storytelling, and beyond.
Content includes subject matter relating to
the challenge at hand (personal health and
data), including demographic statistics,
health concerns, societal attitudes, legal
issues, sustainability, and existing systems
and thinking.

Examples from 2016
see http://www.nexusmaximus.com/student-resources/#workshop
Tools

Content

• Team Building

• Genetics and Healthcare: an overview

• Collaborating on Multidisciplinary Teams:
A.K.A. Harry Potter and the Elusive Time
Constrained Team

• Evidence based design in the healthcare
setting, patient empowerment, telemedicine
and patient information

• Language Method for Brainstorming: Info
Urgency

• MEDStudio@JEFF: Where Design +Tech Meet
Medicine to Empower People

• What does your solution leave out?
Considering multi‐cultural and cross‐cultural
dimensions of health

• Public Health Issues: Do On‐Line Tools
Empower People?

• Integral Sustainability

• TeleTherapy, Biometric Wearables and Data
Collection for Effective Treatment Outcomes

• Developing the Design Brief

• Textile Materials and Occupational Therapy

• Essential Market Research Tools and
Techniques for a Sprint Design Challenge

• Innovation in Healthcare Space
• Environment & Psyche

• Collaborative Solutions and the Sharing
Economy

• Microbiome: Our Normal Flora

• An Active Mind, an Active Voice

• Age Matters – Healthcare Design for Children

• How to tell your Story

• Ergonomics in Healthcare

• How to compose your Poster

• Scripting Personal Health: Innovations Across
East Asian Languages

Participate as a faculty facilitator
Faculty members will collaboratively work in teams
to give feedback and direction to student teams
during specified times on Friday, Saturday and
Sunday.

Join the discussion and judging

General Schedule
see http://www.nexusmaximus.com/program/
Friday
• Morning : Orientation, Kick‐off and Team Building Exercises
• Afternoon: Workshops, Team Collaboration, Report outs to Faculty Facilitators
• Evening: Dinner, games and independent work
Saturday
• Morning : Workshops and Team Collaboration
• Afternoon: Workshops, Team Collaboration, Report outs to Faculty Facilitators
• Evening: Dinner, games and independent work
Sunday
• Morning : Workshops and Team Collaboration
• Afternoon: Team Collaboration, Report outs to Faculty Facilitators
• Evening: Dinner, games and independent work
Monday
• Morning – Midday: Poster Session and Awards Ceremony

Questions? Interested?
• Contact:
D.R. Widder: widderd@philau.edu
Susan Frosten: frostens@philau.edu
Zoe McKinley: mckinleyz@philau.edu
• Nexus Maximus website: http://www.nexusmaximus.com/
• Outline of Schedule
• General:
http://www.nexusmaximus.com/program/
o Workshops/Presentations:
http://www.nexusmaximus.com/student‐resources/#workshop

