
The Announcement

On December 17, 2015, the 
Boards of Trustees of 

Philadelphia University (PhilaU) 
and Thomas Jefferson 

University (TJU) 

approved the signing of a Letter 
of Intent (LOI) to integrate the 

two organizations. 



• Founded in 1824

• Home to 
• the world-renowned Sidney Kimmel Medical College

• College of Biomedical Sciences

• College of Health Professions

• College of Nursing

• College of Pharmacy

• College of Population Health

• Jefferson Health (hospitals, outpatient centers and urgent care centers)

Thomas Jefferson University



• To launch students into careers of their passion in a bigger, 
bolder way and meet the needs of society better than ever.

• To increase the value of your students’ degree.

“It means, together, we can enhance the value of education for students—whether in design, engineering, 
fashion, architecture, business, science or healthcare—so that they can add more value to our 21st century 

world.”
- Stephen Klasko, MD, MBA

President of Jefferson

Why?



• Dynamic challenging higher education landscape

• Decreasing UG population

• Price & debt sensitive students & parents; Higher financial aid 
need 

• Highly competitive environment 

• Financial strains: Financial aid & fixed costs

• Complex regulatory environment 

Why?



Why PhilaU and TJU?

• PhilaU and TJU are a natural fit because of our:

• mutual belief in transformative education and clear mission of transdisciplinary and 
experiential professional education & desire to meet the unique needs of 21st century 
students and employers

• Nexus Learning, design thinking and systems thinking approaches

• broad array of academic programs with very little overlap

• focus on innovation and entrepreneurship

• roughly the same size; complimentary; TJU more graduate; PhilaU more UG

• potential power of the multi-campus system

• Both financially sound  



TJU
Total Enrollment: 3651

PhilaU
Total Enrollment: 3762

Sidney Kimmel Medical 
College

Jefferson College of 
Nursing

Jefferson College of 
Health Professions

Jefferson College of 
Pharmacy

Jefferson College of 
Population Health

Jefferson College of 
Biomedical Sciences

College of Architecture 
& the Built 

Environment

Kanbar College of 
Design, Engineering & 

Commerce

College of Science, 
Health & the Liberal 

Arts

School of Continuing & 
Professional Studies

Total Enrollment of Merged Entity

7413
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TJU-PhilaU Academic Division Synthesis



We are working toward the goal of signing a 
definitive integration agreement. 

Dr. Spinelli will lead the integration of our 
institutions, which will occur over the next 

three years.

How will the integration happen?



Shared Opportunity: The Beginnings of 
Vision

A comprehensive university with a 

unique model in transdisciplinary professional education, 

one that is designed to deliver high-impact education and 

value for students, 

and will power innovation 

in architecture, business, design, fashion, 

engineering, health, the liberal arts, science and textiles. 



Geography 

• TJU Center City Campus

World-class health education facilities on a vibrant 17-acre Center 
City campus with capacity for a wide range of academic programs

• PhilaU East Falls 

105-acre wooded campus with residence halls, athletics, fitness 
center, campus activities center, etc. for a first-class residential 
undergraduate experience 

• Expansion of active learning spaces (Nexus Hubs) 
and related research (Evidence-Based Design) 

• Expanded Programs in New Jersey, Delaware, 
Bucks County 



What will happen to our name?

During the integration over the next three years, we 
will go through a thoughtful process to make those 

types of determinations.



Size

• The integrated University will have more than 7,500 undergraduate, graduate 

and CPS students on two campuses and online: 

– our approach to teaching and learning will continue to be Nexus Learning, 

– our class sizes will remain small, and 

– faculty will continue to be deeply involved in our students’ education.

– What our students have now will only be enhanced.



• Increased visibility for the University with a world-class 
reputation and access to: 

• more state-of-the-art facilities in East Falls and Center City

• increased Nexus Learning opportunities

• Increased investment in discovery and program development

• More opportunities for members of the University community

Some Benefits of the Integration



• enhanced expertise across all disciplines, in architecture, 
business, design, engineering, health, science and textiles. 

• two campuses that will provide students with suburban-like 
and Center City experiences.

• more opportunities for undergraduate scientific and applied 
research

• more opportunities for internships

• a combined alumni base of 78,000

Some Benefits of the Integration



• enhanced academic quality that propels us into the 
upper echelons of higher education.

•more employers who will continue to revere the 
profession-ready skills of our graduates and take even 
more notice of our institution. 

Some Benefits of the Integration



"The combination of Philadelphia University and Thomas Jefferson University is a great 
example of what needs to happen in higher education. Turning passion into profession at 
this level is an important advancement. Two good schools just got better.“

- John Couch
Vice President, Education
Apple

“Philadelphia University and Thomas Jefferson University are setting a new standard.  
This is the most important initiative I’ve ever seen in higher education.  
It makes me want to go to back to school!”

- Craig Benson
Founder, Cabletron
Former Governor, State of New Hampshire
Trustee of two universities



Bottom Line

You are part of setting a new standard in higher education and creating 
more value for faculty, staff, students, employers and society. It’s what 

we’ve always done.

PTS             PTI              PCT&S                    PhilaU

Bottom Line



17

Read more about what’s next at 

http://www.philau.edu/powered  


